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Message Text 


1 . I MET THIS MORNING FOR TWO AND ONE-HALF HOURS WITH BEGIN 
AND THE ENTIRE SECURITY AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE OE THE CABINET 
PLUS THEIR SENIOR AIDES, AND FOR ANOTHER TWO HOURS THIS AFTER- 
NOON WITH A SMALLER GROUP CONSISTING OF BEGIN, YADIN, WEIZMAN 
AND DAYAN PLUS SEVERAL AIDES. I TOOK THE OCCASION OE THE 
LARGER MEETING TO CONVEY OUR SENSE OF URGENCY ABOUT GETTING 
NEGOTIATIONS MOVING, OUR DESIRE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH ISRAEL 
ON THIS, THE IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO FACE-TO-EACE NEGOTIATIONS, 
AND THE RISKS WE SEE IF PRESSURES TO DIVERT THE NEGOTIATIONS TO 
ANOTHER EORUM SUCCEED. I ALSO STRESSED BOTH OUR COMMITMENT TO 
ACHIEVEING ARRANGEMENTS THAT WOULD PROTECT ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
AND OUR JUDGMENT THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO FIND A RESOLUTION 
OF THE TERRITORIAL ISSUE THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH RESOLUTION 242 
AND REAFEIRMS THE PRINCIPLE OF WITHDRAWAL ON ALL FRONTS. 


32. STARTING WITH BEGIN, MOST OF THE MINISTERS PRESENT STRESSED 
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IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER THE THEME THAT ISRAELI SECURITY ON THE 
WEST BANK AND GAZA MUST HAVE A TERRITORIAL DIMENSIONS POINTING 


OUT THAT MUCH HAS HAPPENED IN THE ELEVEN YEARS SINCE RE- 
SOLUTION 242 WAS PASSED, THAT SINAI, THE WEST BANK AND GAZA HAVE 
BECOME LINKED TO ISRAEL, AND THAT WE SHOULD BE SEEKING A SOLUTIN 
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE 1967 BORDERS AND THE LIKUD PARTY'S PLAT- 
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FORM WHICH CALLS FOR PERMANENT ISRAELI RETENTION OE ALL OE THE 
WEST BANK AND GAZA. DURING BOTH THIS MEETING AND THE SMALLER 
AFTERNOON MEETING, THE ISRAELIS EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN ABOUT 
WHAT SADAT MIGHT DO IN OCTOBER. WE ALSO WENT OVER AGAIN AND 
AGAIN THE BASIC QUESTION OF WHETHER THE HARDENING OF SADAT'S 
POSITION IS ONLY A TACTICAL DEVICE TO PUT PRESSURE ON US OR 
WHETHER HE IS LESS ABLE TO BE FLEXIBLE TODAY THAN HE WAS SEVERAL 
MONTHS AGO. IT IS CLEAR THAT THERE ARE DIEFERENCES WITHIN THE 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT ABOUT SADAT'S MOTIVES AND REAL POSITION, WITH 
WEIZMAN TENDING MORE TOWARD GIVING SADAT THE BENEFIT OF THE 
DOUBT THAN DO THE OTHERS. ALL THE ISAELIS REMAIN UNANIMOUS, 
HOWEVER, THAT THERE CAN BE NO AGREEMENT TO SADAT'S PRECONDITIONS, 
PRIOR TO NEGOTIATIONS, THAT TERRITORY BE EXCLUDED EROM NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. 

3. I PROBED FOR A CLEARER STATEMENT OF ISRAEL'S POSITION ON 
THE DISCUSSION OF SOVERIGNTY AFTER VIE YEARS AND, AT ONE POINT, 
BEGIN SEEMED TO AGREE THAT THIS MEANT NOT ONLY THAT A SOLUTION 
WAS POSSIBLE BUT THAT A DECISION WOULD BE REACHED. IN THE END, 
HOWEVER, HE RETURNED TO AND STUCK WITH THE LESS CLEAR FOR- 
MULATION APPROVED BY THE CABINET ALTHOUGH YADIN AND WEIZMAN 
CONTINUED TO PRESS FOR A BROADER INTERPRETATION. OVERALL, I 
WOULD SAY THERE IS GENUINE CONCERN AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT WHAT 
SADAT'S INTENTIONS ARE AND A DESIRE TO SEE NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED, 
BUT NO VISIBLE INCLINATION TO MODIFY FURTHER, BEFORE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS AT LEAST, THEIR POSITION ON THE FUNDAMENTAL TERRITORIAL 
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QUESTION. 

4. WE ALSO DISCUSSED THE LEBANESE SITUATION IN BOTH THE LARGE 
AND THE SMALLER MEETING. 

5. I USED THE OCCASION TO RESTATE EIRMLY OUR VIEW THAT, IN 

SOUTH LEBANON, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, LEBANESE GOVERNMENT FORCES 
MUST BE ABLE TO ESTABLISH THEMSELVES IN THE SOUTH IF SEVERE 
REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE SARKIS REGIME AND ISRAEL'S INTERNATIONAL 
POSITION ARE TO BE AVOIDED. EOLLOWING THE MORNING MEETING, 

THE PRIME MINISTER SENT WORD TO ME IT LOOKED AS THOUGH A SOLUTION 
WAS BEING WORKED OUT WITH MAJOR HADDAD, THE CHRISTIAN MILITIA 
LEADER IN THE SOUTH, WHICH HOLDS OUT HOPE OF DEFUSING THIS 
ISSUE. 

6. IN NORTHERN LEBANON, THE ISRAELIS SAID THEY HAD RECEIVED 
REPORTS THAT AN ALL-OUT SYRIAN ATACK IS PLANNED AUGUST 8-10 
AGAINST SOME CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS. I AGREE TO SEND A TELEGRAM 
TO DAMASCUS ASKING THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT WHAT THE FACTUAL 
BASIS FOR THESE REPORTS IS. 

7. IN OUR SMALLER MEETING, BEGIN MADE A STRONG PITCH EOR AN 
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EARLY DECISION ON ISRAEL'S MATMON C ARMS REQUEST. HE PROPOSED 
AN EARLY VISIT BY WEIZMAN TO WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS BOTH HARD- 
WARE AND PAYMENTS PROBLEMS INCLUDING ISRAEL'S REQUEST FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL $500 MILLION IN MILITARY AID. I SAID I WOULD BE 
IN TOUCH WITH HAROLD BROWN AND WOULD INFORM BEGIN BY THE END 
OE THIS WEEK WHETHER OUR STAEE WORK HAS PROGRESSED TO THE POINT 
WHERE IT MAKES SENSE EOR WEIZMAN TO VISIT WASHINGTON NOW. ON 
THE ADDITIONAL $500 MILLION, I DISCOURAGED BEGIN EROM ANY EX- 
PECTATION THAT THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE. 

8. I AM SENDING SEPARATE TELEGRAMS ON MY PRIVATE TALKS WITH 
BEGIN AND MY SEPARATE LUNCHEON WITH DAYAN ON ASPECTS OF THE 
WEST BANK PROBLEM. 

VANCE 
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